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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 15309 

USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: DELAY OE NEWSWEEK JULY 1 1 ISSUE; NEWS BLOCKOUT ON NARONG'S 
RETURN 

1 . NEWSWEEK JULY 1 1 ISSUE, DUE ON NEWSSTANDS JULY 6, CONTAINING 
INTERPRETIVE ARTICLE ON CURRENT RTG INSTABILITY AND RECENT THAI 
DEVELOPMENTS BY HONG KONG CORRESPONDENT HOLGER JENSEN, WAS DELAYED 
BY RTG AUTHORITIES BUT RELEASED UNCUT FOR NEWSSTAND SALES 

JULY 12. WHETHER DELAY RESULTED FROM DESIRE TO SOFTEN ARTICLE'S 
IMPACT BY UNDERCUTTING TIMELINESS OR EROM INTERNAL DISCUSSION IN 
RTG IS UNKNOWN. 

2. ARTICLE REFERS TO INTERVIEW WITH PM THANIN, WHO AT ONE POINT 
TOLD JENSEN " I HOPE I WILL LIKE WHAT I'M GOING TO READ." 

JULY 25 ISSUE IN WORKS REPORTEDLY WILL CARRY FURTHER JENSEN 
PIECE FEATURING Q-A INTERVIEWS WITH PM THANIN, INTERIOR MINISTER 
SAMAK AND EXILED INTELLECTUAL DR. PUALI UNKPAKORN, REGIME'S 
FOREMOST OVERSEAS CRITIC. EXPECTATION IS THAT INTERVIEW WITH 
LATTER WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO CIRCULATE. 
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3. STANDARD RTG PRACTICE ON FOREIGN PERIODICALS IS FOR POLICE AND 
CUSTOMS OFFICIALS TO SCAN INCOMING MEDIA FOR MATERIAL ON THAILAND 
AND PASS ANYTHING QUESTIONABLE TO INTERIOR MINISTRY FOR FINAL 
DECISION. 

4. INUNRELATED DEVELOPMENT, RTG OFFICIALS SUMMONED LOCAL EDITORS 
OVER WEEKEND AND DIRECTED THEM NOT TO PUBLISH ANY NEWS OF 
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COL. NARONG KITTIKACHORN'S RETURN. ONE FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT 
WHO HEARD ABOUT MEETING IN ADVANCE AND ASKED TO BE ADMITTED 
WAS PERMITTED TO DO SO, TREATED CORDIALLY, AND WAS ASKED POLITELY 
NOT TO REPORT NEWS OF NARONG'S RETURN. CORRESPONDENT REPLIED 
THAT SOTRY HAD ALREADY BEEN EILED. TO DATE, NO NEWS OE NARONG'S 
RETURN HAS BEEN CARRIED IN BANGKOK MEDIA, WITH EXCEPTION OP 
STORY IN SIANG PUANG CHON PIRST EDITION JULY 1 1 WHICH WAS 
SUPPOSEDLY IN PRINT BEPORE RTG'S STOP ORDER WAS ISSUED. 

SIANG PUANG CHON WAS CLOSED JULY 12 POR INDEFINITE PERIOD 
POR CARRYING A "PROHIBITED NEWS STORY WHICH COULD CAUSE PANIC 
AMONG THE GENERAL PUBLIC," BUT HAS APPEALED TO THE MINISTRY OP 
INTERIOR. MEANWHILE, BANGKOK'S THREE LEADING PRESS ASSOCIATIONS ARE 
EXPECTED TO ASK THE GOVERNMENT TO POSTPONE A MEETING SCHEDULED 
POR TOMORROW TO DISCUSS GOVERNMENT-MEDIA RELATIONS. THE 
ASSOCIATION, REPORTEDLY DISTURBED BY THE EMBARGO ON NARONG'S 
PRESENCE, ASKED POSTPONEMENT"UNTIL THE ATMOSPHERE IS MORE 
APPROPRIATE," WHICH ACCORDING TO USIS SOURCES, MEANS UNTIL 
THERE IS A POSSIBILITY OF SOMETHING MORE THAN A LECTURE PROM 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

WKNOTE: LATE WEDNESDAY, SIANG PUANG CHON RECEIVED GOVERNMENTAL 
PERMISSION TO RESUME PUBLICATION WITH THE JULY 14 EDITIONS, AND 
IN AN APPARENTLY RELATED MOVE,THE JOURNALIST ASSOCIATIONS AGREED 
TO MEET WITH GOVERNMENT OPPICIALS JULY 14 IN THE PRESS SEMINAR.) 

REID 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CENSORSHIP, THE PRESS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 13-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BANGKO15309 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770248-1166 

Format: TEL 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770764/aaaacdic.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: de05586c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1882737 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DELAY OF NEWSWEEK JULY 1 1 ISSUE; NEWS BLOCKOUT ON NARONGVS RETURN 
TAGS: SOPN, TH, NEWSWEEK 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/de05586c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



